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The Senate that never sat

A reported victory, a discredited military transition, and a chamber that never opened. This docket separates the electoral claim
from the political system that ended before any Senate tenure could begin.

A mandate can be won and still be taken away.

What the record establishes

APRIL 25, 1998 Vanguard profiles published in 2017 and 2021 report that Agbasowon  The published accounts support the electoral
the Imo East Senate election on the DPN ticket. claim; they do not create an official result

sheet or a Senate tenure.

THE SYSTEM The State Department and contemporaneous press document candidate ~ The local result must be read inside the
screening, five sanctioned parties, very low turnout and a broad restrictions of Abacha's transition, not as an
boycott. ordinary constitutional election.

THE END After Abacha's death, General Abdulsalami Abubakar dissolved the The annulment explains why the reported
five parties and annulled the elections conducted under the old victory never matured into legislative
transition. service.

The most defensible conclusion is exact: public accounts record an Imo East victory for Agbaso in 1998, while the
succeeding military government annulled the transition before the elected chamber could take office. The record supports
electoral acceptance; it does not support describing him as aformer serving senator.
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Sourceregister

P10-01 - Vanguard - April 5, 2017
Reports that Agbaso defeated Chief Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu in the 1998 Senate election under the DPN.
OPEN PUBLIC SOURCE

P10-02 - Vanguard - April 5, 2021
Lists Agbaso as DPN candidate for Imo East Senate in 1998 and as elected senator in 1998.
OPEN PUBLIC SOURCE

P10-03 - U.S. Department of State - February 26, 1999

Documents the restrictions of the Abacha transition, very low turnout, and Abubakar's dissolution of the five parties and annulment of the
three elections.

OPEN PUBLIC SOURCE

P10-04 - The Washington Post - April 25, 1998
Contemporaneous report describing a broad boycott after all five permitted parties had nominated Abacha for president.
OPEN PUBLIC SOURCE

The newspaper accounts are evidence that the 1998 victory claimis publicly recorded. The State Department and
Washington Post establish the political environment in which that election occurred. No source in this docket is used to
invent alegislative tenure that never began.
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https://www.vanguardngr.com/2017/04/chief-martin-agbaso-mfr-a-journey-on-courage-and-leadership/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/04/chief-martin-agbaso-62-cheers-for-ochoudo/
https://1997-2001.state.gov/global/human_rights/1998_hrp_report/nigeria.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1998/04/26/nigerians-ignore-election-many-call-a-sham/0f355a86-6092-4f3f-a1fd-c42f0bf2f71f/
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Evidentiary boundary

The 1998 episode carries two truths that should remain together. Imo East is repeatedly reported to have chosen Agbaso for the Senate, and the
election took place within amilitary transition whose credibility had been severely damaged. A serious political account does not erase either fact to

make the other more convenient.

Agbaso's reported federal electora support predates the 2007 governorship race. The transition's collapse prevented service
in the chamber, so 1998 establishes electoral reach rather than legislative experience.

No Senate voting record, committee service, constituency-project record or legislative tenure can be attributed to Agbaso

from the annulled transition.

Any person or institution named in thisinstallment may respond in writing to admin@afr icatodaynewsonline.com.
Material responses are published separately or appended to the installment, with the date of receipt recorded.

Companion article: Volume Il, Part 10 - The Senate that never sat. Docket edition prepared for publication on October 9, 2026.
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